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Methodology

Fieldwork Dates
o 8th— 26t September 2023

Data Collection Method

« The survey was conducted via online interview. Invitations to complete the survey were sent out to
members of the panel. Differential response rates from different demographic groups were taken
into account.

Population Sampled

* Parents in England with a school-aged child

Sample Size
« 1,036

Survation.



Q1. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

= Having a hot school lunch has benefits for school children
Having a hot school lunch does not have benefits for school children

E Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036. SUI‘VﬂtIOﬂ.



Q2. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

= My family/household has been affected by the cost of living crisis
My family/household has not been affected by the cost of living crisis

E Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036. SUI‘VﬂtIOﬂ.



Q3. Has your family/household experienced any of the following as a result of the
cost of living crisis?

Stuggled o make ends et | I

rad fo pack less nufritious lunches

B B

for children because of price rises

| can no longer afford to pay for
school lunches for my child

S

Had to skip a meal 34%

S

30% 3

Had to cut back on other essentials

s0 that my familyhousehold eats

three meals per day

S

Had to use a foodbank ” %

= Have experienced Have not experienced  m Prefer not to say

K

Base: All Respondents Unweighted Total: 1,036 Survatlon-



Q4. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

= My child currently has access to Free School Meals My child does not currently have access to Free School Meals = Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036. Survatlon-



Q5. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

Not having Free School Meals has negatively impacted my child's ability to learn and engage in their education
® Not having Free School Meals has not impacted my child's ability to learn and engage in their education
= Not having Free School Meals has positively impacted my child's ability to learn and engage in their education
® Don't know

BASE: Parents whose child/children does not have access to FSM, Unweighted Total: 622 Survatlon-



Q6. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

In England, the current earnings threshold of £7,400 is too low ® [n England, the current earnings threshold of £7,400 is about right

® In England, the current earnings threshold of £7,400 is too high = Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036. Survatlon-



Q7. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

® The current Free School Meal system is fair The current Free School Meal system is not fair ® Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036. Survatlon-



Q8. For which, if any, of the following reasons do you think the current Free School
Meals system is not fair?

The earnings threshold is too low _ 63%
The eligibility criteria should tl)\le the same in England, Scotland, Wales and _ 54%
orthern Ireland
Children miss out because of their age _ 3890
Children miss out based on where they live _ 37%
Other children are missing out on the same opportunities my child has _ 206%

None of the above I 1%

Other I 2%

Don't know I 2%

10 BASE: Respondents for who think the free school meal system is not fair. Unweighted Total: 611 Survatlon-
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Q9. 900,000 children who do not qualify for free school meals are estimated to be going
hungry at school. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

= The Government should expand eligibility to free school meals The Government should not expand eligibility to free school meals

® Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036. SUI‘VﬂtIOI'I.
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Q10. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

I would be more likely to vote for a party which promised to expand free school meals
m | would be no more nor less likely to vote for a party which promised to expand free school meals
® | would be less likely to vote for a party which promised to expand free school meals
= Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036.

Survation.
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Q11. Which of the following should be a higher priority in expanding free school meals?

m Feeding all children Feeding those at risk of hunger ® Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036. SUI‘VﬂtIOﬂ.



14

Q12. The current school food standards require that schools serve meat or poultry on three
days a week. Which of the following statements is closest to your view?

® This requirement should stay in place This requirement should be removed = Don't know

BASE: All Respondents, Unweighted Total: 1,036. Survatlon-
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Survation. Engaging opinion to inform the future.

Survation provides vital insights for brands and organisations wanting to better understand authentic opinion,
adding value and credibility to the research we provide to our clients. We are an innovative and creative market
researcher and do not believe any single method can always be the right answer to complex client objectives.
We conduct bespoke online and telephone custom research, omnibus surveys, face to face research, and
advanced statistical modelling and data analysis.

Survation is an MRS Company Partner. All MRS Company Partners and their employees agree to adhere to the
MRS Code of Conduct and MRS Company Partner Quality Commitment whilst undertaking research. As a
member of the British Polling Council, Survation has a strong commitment to transparency and the integrity of
our work.

The Living Wage

Survation is proud to be a Living Wage Employer. This means that every member of staff in our organisation
plus any contract staff are paid the London Living Wage. The Living Wage is an hourly rate set independently
and updated annually, based on the cost living in the UK. We believe that every member of staff deserves at
least a Living Wage. You can find out more about the Living Wage by visiting www.livingwage.org.uk
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http://www.livingwage.org.uk/
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